
Hazard Level
Toxicity Level

Toxicity Categories

I
Highly Toxic

II
Moderately Toxic

III
Slightly Toxic

IV
Relatively Nontoxic

Oral LD50* Up to 50 mg/kg > 50 - 500 mg/kg > 500 - 5000 mg/kg More than 5000 mg/kg

Dermal LD50 Up to 200 mg/kg > 200 - 2000 mg/kg > 2000 - 20,000 mg/kg More than 20,000  mg/kg

Inhalation LC50 Up to 0.2 mg/l > 0.2 - 2.0 mg/l > 2.0 - 20 mg/l More than 20 mg/l

Eye Effects Corrosive; corneal opacity
not reversible within 7
days.

Corneal opacity reversible
within 7 days; irritation
persists 7 days.

No corneal opacity;
irritation reversible  within
7 days.

No irritation.

Skin Effects Corrosive. Severe irritation at 72
hours.

Moderate irritation at 72
hours.

Mild or slight irritation
after 72 hours.

SIGNAL word
required on label

DANGER   (POISON !
skull & crossbones)**

WARNING CAUTION CAUTION

Approximate oral
dose that can kill an
average person

A few drops to 1
teaspoonful (or a few drops
on the skin)

more than 1 teaspoonful 
to 1 ounce

more than one ounce to 1
pint or 1 pound

more than 1 pint or 1
pound

* LD50 values are stated as the mg per kg of body weight that could kill 50 % of a test population.  [1 mg/kg = one part per million (ppm).  1 ppm can be thought of as 1
inch in 16 miles, or 1 drop in 50 gallons, or 1 second in 12 days, etc.]
LC50 is the concentration in the air in mg per liter (or µg/liter or mg/cubic meter) that could kill 50 % of a test population in a defined period of time.
** Not all DANGER are also POISON but if POISON then must have skull and crossbones.      
Note: All pesticide labels must include the statement, KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN
 (Values from Code of Federal Regulations - 40CFR Section 156.10 (h)(1))                    
                                      
                                                       
                                                                       
     
     


